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TH E E’C H O From you Sounded out the word of the Lord ...
In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ... IThes. 1:8
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SAY NOT YE  ● ● ●   Jn. 4:35-36
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? 

Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

The Lord set the maximum time limit as four months a farmer might give as excuse for his inertia.  But that was not true for the harvesting of the fruits in the field before Him. The signs indicated otherwise. Say not ye…
On August 15, the English-speaking assembly at Butterworth Gospel Hall celebrated their Golden Anniversary (1959-2009) while the Chinese-speaking assembly rejoiced over the occasion a week later. That both assemblies did not make it a combined one-event affair was attributed to the lack of space to accommodate both groups in the same building.  At time of writing, the Anniversary had not been held and this was written in anticipation. Because of that, this editorial would touch more on its history, mission and challenges rather than what transpired at the anniversary celebrations of the two assemblies. 

It is reported in the ECHOES PUBLICATIONS That The World May Know Vol. 5, p. 167 by Dr. Fredk. A. Tatford, 1984 “Assembly work commenced in 1885 in Pinang, when Mr. Bausum of Swiss assemblies began work there. He later married the mother of the first Mrs. Hudson Taylor. He was joined in 1859 by Mr. and Mrs. John Chapman who had been commended from Bristol, U.K.”

This statement is now disputed by later research. The most probable date was 1859 when the Chapmans came to Penang. See The ECHOS Vol. 9 No. 4 (April to June 2006) - Was it 1819? 1846? 1855? 1859?

[Visit http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/echos/Vol%209%20No%204%20-%20Apr%2006.doc]

Also in Khoo Salma Nasution’s book 'More than Merchants: A History of the German-speaking Community in Penang', (2006), she wrote concerning Johann Georg Bausum: Independent Missionary - Among the missionaries buried in the Northam Road cemetery are Reverend J.G. Bausum (1814–1855) and Maria Bausum (1803–1846). Visit http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/webcontent/Johann%20Georg%20Bausum.doc.

If Bausum (he was not from the Swiss assemblies, but an Independent) died in 1855, he could not have commenced assembly work in Penang. The most probable date was therefore the year Burmah Road Hall (as was known then) computed to celebrate its centennial as from 1859-1959. 
This would mean that Butterworth Gospel Hall was the first “concrete” extension work of Burmah Road Hall.  It took a century for this assembly to put up another place of testimony!

Now exactly half a century later Butterworth Gospel Hall (it celebrated its 1st Anniversary on 15th Aug. too) would be celebrating its Golden Anniversary. When would be its next outreach/extension work?

After Butterworth Gospel Hall, Burmah Road Gospel Hall, under the local leadership of Tan Wah Kim, infected the assemblies that it later founded with its visionary mission to spread on to the literal construction of the houses of God and the spiritual development of the believers.  Briefly summarised below is a table showing the development of assemblies that first sprang up from Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel to Burmah Road Hall and thence to the uttermost parts of Penang from 1859 onwards. 
· Farquhar Street Mission House and Chapel (1859)
· Burmah Road Hall (1938)

· Butterworth Gospel Hall (1959)
· Island Glades Gospel Centre (1970)

· Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall (1982)

· Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre (1984)

· Sungai Ara Gospel Hall (1998)

· Kepala Batas Outreach work (2005)

The Lord’s work in Butterworth was started by Walter S. Blick who was commended from New Zealand in 1898 and settled in Penang for language study and helped in the work there for several years…In 1908 he married Miss Fanny R. Lloyd, who had been in the Malay States for three years with the British and Foreign Bible Society. She then went out as an independent missionary. They served the Lord at Pinang and Butterworth and were active in the distribution and sale of Scriptures. Because of ill health, Fanny spent eight years in New Zealand with their children…In 1923 he and Fanny moved to Singapore, but in 1932 returned to Sungei Bakap and engaged in a vigorous programme of visiting in Pinang, Butterworth, Taiping, Sitiawan and Selama. They evacuated to New Zealand in 1942 and he died in 1943. Mrs. Fanny Blick returned to Pinang in 1946 and recommenced visiting and Sunday School work…She retired in 1957 and died in 1960. 
[Sourced from That The World May Know - Vol. 5, pp. 168, 169.]

The next thing worthy of note was for over 100 tears, no assembly in Penang commended any missionary to the Lord’s Service outside the home assembly though there were a few who went out on their own having heard the call of God.

Commendation is biblical and right. John Chapman and his wife were commended from Bristol in 1859. Walter Blick was commended by his New Zealand assembly to serve in Penang and Singapore in 1898. Paul and Barnabas returned from their first missionary to report to their home church in Antioch from where they were first commended. (Acts 14:26). Paul was again commended before the start of his second missionary journey with Silas (Acts 15:40).

It took Burmah Road Gospel Hall nearly 140 years after assembly work commenced to commend KC Ung to a ministry of Bible teaching in the assemblies outside Penang on 22nd Oct. 1996. This started the momentum and soon other assemblies followed as listed below:

· 1998, July 10  – Daniel and Ruth Jevaraj were commended by Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall to Taiping. 

· 2005, May 22 – Chan Mei Lai was commended by Burmah Road Gospel Hall to Indonesia.

· 2006, Feb 1 – Annie Khoo Seok Chin was commended by Island Glades Gospel Centre to Cambodia.

· 2009, Oct./Nov – Wong Ee Ling will be commended by Sungai Ara Gospel Hall to Kazakhstan (DV).

Thus this story ends …

And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.
Jn. 4:35-38

The early foreign missionaries had sown the Gospel seed, and the local leaders and believers have entered into their labours. It is time now that they take the seed further afield to mark greater mission labours for the next 50 years (DV). The Lord still calls and sends. The assemblies need to recognise and release by commending them.
Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
Jn. 4:35
                      ●
●
●                                                ●
                ●
        ●  
Our Congratulations to Butterworth Gospel Hall on the occasion of their Golden Anniversary                   ●                            
●
Likewise our Congratulations too to Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall    ● 

●           ● 
assembly who will celebrate their Golden Anniversary on 5th          ● September     ●                             ●           ●  

     ●
●

  
 
Note: For those interested to see a pictorial history of Assembly work in Penang and Butterworth Gospel Hall, and listen to their commentaries visit:

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/History%20&%20Mission%20(BWGH).pps 

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/Audio/Assembly%20Work%20in%20Penang%20%20History%20and%20Mission.mp3 

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/History_&_Mission_(BWGH)%20_Pt2.pps 
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